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Commanding Leader
Calendar of Events
* Designates CVC Event

CVC/SDC Meet ~ January 11th, 2020

Events are subject to change as the
WuHan Flu (COVID-19) progresses, so,
none are listed.
Please check the Car Club Council
website for
scheduled events and updates.

Tom Covington’s 1964
Studebaker Avanti R-1

For more events in Central Virginia,
go to the Car Club Council of Central
Virginia website:
http://carclubcouncil.com/

George Marshall’s 1961
Studebaker Hawk

Becky & Lee Harrison’s 1964
Studebaker Lark Daytona

(L-R) Tom Covington, Martin Pajka, Lee Harrison, Becky Harrison, Jim Jett, Betty
Crawford, Linwood Crawford, Chris Mendl, Buzz Horne, Mike Welch, Mike’s grandson
Rocko, Herman Gantt, George Marshall, Lisa Munsey, Brian Munsey, Sandra Covington

The weather was overcast but the attendance at the first CVC meet
for 2020 was great.
Herman Gantt’s 1953 Studebaker
custom

Mike Welch’s 1941 Studebaker
custom

Jim Jett’s 1963 Studebaker GT
Hawk R-1

We had seven Studebakers on display. Herman Gantt brought his 1953 Studebaker custom.
Becky and Lee Harrison drove their 1964 Studebaker Lark Daytona convertible. Jim Jett and
Jeanette Smith arrived in his 1963 Studebaker GT Hawk R-1. Buzz Horne cruised in with his 1957
Studebaker Golden Hawk. George Marshall came in style driving his 1961 Studebaker Hawk.
Mike Welch returned from South Carolina with grandson Rocko in his 1941 Studebaker custom.
Tom and Sandra Covington dropped by to show off his new 1964 Studebaker Avanti R-1.
Also attending were Betty and Linwood Crawford, Martin Pajka, Lisa and Brian Munsey and Chris
Mendl.
One item of business was brought up. A motion to make a $100 contribution to the Studebaker
National Museum by Lee Harrison and seconded by George Marshall. The motion was
unanimously approved by members in attendance.

Buzz Horne’s 1957 Studebaker
Golden Hawk

After lunch, we adjourned to the parking lot where we all got to check out Tom’s new Avanti.

Visit our website at www.centralvirginiachapter.org

More meet photos are on our website!
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CVC/SDC Meet ~ March 14th, 2020
The Central Virginia Chapter held its annual meeting March
14th, 2020, at the River City Diner in Midlothian, Virginia.
Our Studebakers attracted a lot of attention in the diner
parking lot with patrons offering complements and questions.
Driving Studebakers to the meet were:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Becky and Lee Harrison, 1962 Lark Daytona convertible
Betty and Linwood Crawford, 1957 Silver Hawk
Jim Jett and Jeanette Smith, 1963 GT Hawk R-1
Mike Welch and grandson Rocko, 1941 Studebaker custom
Lisa and Brian Munsey, 1964 Cruiser
George Marshall, 1962 Hawk

Chris Mendl, Linwood Crawford, Lee Harrison and George Marshall

Becky & Lee Harrison’s
1962 Studebaker Lark
Daytona Convertible

Chris Mendl attended in his Corvette.

After our lunch, the business of electing chapter officers for
2020 was taken up. It was moved and seconded that the
current officers be nominated to continue in their current
roles. The motion was carried unanimously. Chapter officers
for 2020 are:
•
•
•

Lisa & Brian Munsey’s
1964 Studebaker Cruiser

Jim Jett, President
Lee Harrison, Vice-President
George Marshall, Treasurer

Following a general discussion about upcoming meets and
Drive Your Studebaker Day, the meeting was adjourned.
Jim Jett’s
1963 Studebaker GT
Hawk R-1

Betty & Linwood Crawford’s
1957 Studebaker Silver Hawk

Mike Welch’s
1941 Studebaker
custom
George Marshall’s
1961 Studebaker Hawk

Visit our website at www.centralvirginiachapter.org
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Next Meet
Someday, 2020, Saturday @ 2:00pm

TBD
Someplace
Central Virginia

CVC will have it’s next meet at “To Be Determined”.

With the restrictions being placed on gatherings, our meets are
in limbo.
Members will be informed when club gatherings can be
scheduled.
Be safe.

The meet is being hosted by the Chapters of the South East
Zone.
To visit the meet website for the latest information, click
HERE.
Meet contacts:
Wayne Lee, Meet Chair, ww.lee@yahoo.com
Allan Dias, Treasurer, alstude41@gmail.com
Clyde Furr, Vendor Coordinator, furrconnection@gmail.com
Lanny McNabb, Marketing & Sponsors, wlm9253@yahoo.com
Frank Petru, AOAI Rep, pfrank4570@aol.com
Cornerstone Registration, Ltd., SDC Meet Registration,
reg@cornerstonereg.com

Commanding Leader
Quarterly publication of the

Click HERE to read Special
Announcement

Central Virginia Chapter
Studebaker Drivers Club
Richmond, Virginia
Jim Jett, Editor
jsjett@centralvirginiachapter.org

Officers:
Jim Jett, President
Lee Harrison, Vice-President
George Marshall, Treasurer

Visit our website at www.centralvirginiachapter.org

3

Central Virginia Chapter

April 1st, 2020
Volume 17, Issue 2

Central Virginia Chapter supports the Studebaker National Museum

Visit our website at www.centralvirginiachapter.org
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Studebaker Concepts

Visit our website at www.centralvirginiachapter.org
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Studebaker in the Funny Pages

Studebaker Fans
By Pete Yuen

Studebaker used two types of fans in their cars. The red one
has the rivets in the center of the blade and the black one has
the rivets towards the edges of the blades.
Over the years, it was noted that the fans with the rivet on the
center of the blades were more prone to cracking than the
blade with the rivets that were near the edges of the blades.
He has seen one with a crack and has personally had one on a
AUTOMOTIVE TERMS ILLUSTRATED
Studebaker. One day, after he started the engine he heard a
strange noise coming from the engine compartment.
Immediately, the engine was turned off and an inspection was Have you ever wondered about what some automotive terms
done. Everything seem to be in order until the tip of the fan mean? Here we’ve illustrated some of the more technical
was wiggled, fore and aft, that is towards the radiator and terms.
then towards the firewall. The blade flexed at the rivet and it
would have soon detach itself if the motor had not been shut
off immediately.

WARNING! When you hear the strange noise from the engine
compartment while the engine is running, do not lift the hood
to see where the noise is coming from. If a person is in the
path of the fan blade that is detached he/she could get a very
serious headache, one that EXCEDRIN won’t cure. Fact is, the
detached fan blade could be a killer. That is the worst case
scenario but in any case, a fan blade being detached while the
engine is operating will certainly do damage to the car, be it to
the hood, radiator or whatever in the engine compartment.
Take a few minutes to check the fan in your Studebaker. Check
to see if there is any flex in any of the 4 blades. If any blade
flexes, then the fan needs to be replace. The preferred
replacement should be the fan with the rivets toward the
edges of the blades. Look for one with hole that will fit on the
fan adapter. Failing that, you will need to find an adapter of
the same thickness as the original to fit the fan.

Visit our website at www.centralvirginiachapter.org
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Studebaker Restoration Progress
1962 Gran Turismo Hawk
Progress continues on the 62 GT Hawk.
The engine and transmission are complete and bench tested
waiting for the body. The engine is getting a four barrel
carburetor replacing the existing two barrel. Most of the
chrome/bright work is complete and ready to install.
Body work is continuing, but did get delayed due to
personnel issues at the body shop.
Work on the floor pans has started reveling more rust.
Imagine that, rust in a Studebaker!
Here are some pictures of the progress on the body.

Visit our website at www.centralvirginiachapter.org

7

Central Virginia Chapter

April 1st, 2020
Volume 17, Issue 2

Tom Covington’s New 1964 Studebaker Avanti R-1
Below are some pictures of Tom’s Avanti taken at the January meet.

Visit our website at www.centralvirginiachapter.org
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Studebaker and Gangsters
Here is an excerpt taken from the article “Public Enemies” by Leroy Thompson from “Gunslingers of The
Gangster Era” fall 2015 edition.

DILLINGER
Although he was not the most proficient bank robber of the
era, John Dillinger’s notoriety probably made him the best
known. The fact that many of the other famous criminals of
the era, such as George “Baby Face” Nelson, Lester Gillis,
Homer Van Meter and “Red” Hamilton were part of Dillinger’s
gang only added to his notoriety.
Beginning in 1933, Dillinger and his gang robbed various
banks across the Midwest, garnering about $300,000 (a little
under $5,400,000 in current dollars). Firepower and audacity
trumped sophistication for Dillinger and, as related below, he
was willing to learn from more cerebral bank robbers.
Dillinger’s notoriety made bankers and law officers especially
fearful of him robbing the local bank. For example, on June
30, 1934, the Dillinger gang hit the Merchant’s National Bank
in South Bend, Indiana. Dillinger and four accomplices carried
out the robbery with two staying outside and Dillinger and
two others entering the bank. Dillinger fired a burst of fire
from his Thompson into the ceiling.
As they exited the bank, Dillinger brought out a bank officer
for use as a human shield. As they fled, they fired burst over
the head of a crowd that had gathered in the street. This
robbery was the last one Dillinger would carry out and netted
$24,439 (about $500,000 today).

The robbery has such an impact in South Bend that the
Studebaker Company, which was based there, built a special
vehicle with gun ports in the windshield to pursue Dillinger
and other bank robbers in the future.
This
is
the
colt .380 Pocket
Hammerless
pistol that John
Dillinger
was
carrying the night
police killed him
outside
the
Biograph Theater

Visit our website at www.centralvirginiachapter.org
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Studebaker built this bullet-proof car complete with gun ports in the windshield for
the pursuit of Dillinger and other bank robbers.

Photo of John Dillinger toting a Thompson
submachine gun.

Visit our website at www.centralvirginiachapter.org
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Studebaker of Canada closing
Studebaker stopped production of automobiles on March 17, 1966. The ad below was placed in the Canadian publication
Maclean’s Magazine’s May 2nd, 1966 issue to assure Studebaker owners that parts and service would be available.

Visit our website at www.centralvirginiachapter.org
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Studebaker Sightings
Sighted in the 1948 move “The Falcon: Devil’s Cargo”. Our hero
drives a new 1947 Studebaker Champion Starlight Coupe.

Photos and articles for Newsletter and
Website
Do you have any photos of events you attended? Is there an
upcoming event you would like to promote? Do you have any
interesting information you would like to share?
If so, send them to the editor at
jsjett@centralvirginiachapter.org

CVC/SDC apparel available
Items displaying the Club logo are available
to club members.
The Polo Shirts are
available in white, navy or black in men's
and women's styles. T-shirts are available in
white or black in men’s and women’s styles.
CVC/SDC apparel and other items can be
ordered and paid for on the Club website,
go to:
http://centralvirginiachapter.org/
MemberStore.html

Visit our website at www.centralvirginiachapter.org
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Classified Ads
Approved Classified Ads are free to all CVC/SDC members and available to
non-members for $5 per ad. Ads will be on the website for 90 days and in 1
newsletter unless renewed.

For Sale:
ONE (1) New air filter for 289 R-2 V8, $17.25.

TWO (2) Rebuilt 12-volt generators, $125.00 each.

ONE (1) Rebuilt Stromberg Model WW 2 barrel carburetor,
$300.00

Contact Jim Jett, (804) 920-2129
EMAIL: jsjett@va.freei.net

Membership
You don't have to own a Studebaker to be a member of the
Club. If you do, or are just interested in Studebaker
automobiles, we would love to have you as a member. You
can join and pay membership dues online or print and mail
the membership application.
Membership in the
Studebaker Drivers Club is required to join the Central
Virginia Chapter.
Link to join CVC/SDC:
http://centralvirginiachapter.org/JoinCVC.html
Link to join the Studebaker Drivers Club:
http://www.studebakerdriversclub.com/join.asp
Visit our website at www.centralvirginiachapter.org
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Cookout and Garage Tour
September 23rd, 2012
Sunday @ 2:00PM

Lee & Becky Harrison
21281 Rocky Ford Rd
Jetersville, VA 23083

www.centralvirginiachapter.org

