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Commanding Leader
Calendar of Events
* Designates CVC Event

CVC/SDC Meet ~ May 5th, 2013

June 30 - July 6, 2013
49th Annual
Studebaker Drivers Club
International Meet
Colorado Springs, Colorado
Host: Pikes Peak Chapter
Info: http://www.sdcmeet.com/

The Richmond area is rich with history, and for
our May meet CVC members visited one of
those sites.

*July 14, 2013
Sunday @ 2:00pm
Ice Cream Social
River City Diner
The Shoppes at Bellgrade
11430 West Huguenot Rd
Midlothian, Virginia 23113
(804) 897-9518
*September 8, 2013
Sunday @ 2:00pm
Cookout and Garage Tour
21481 Rocky Ford Rd
Jetersville, VA 23083
Amelia County
Hosts: Becky and Lee Harrison
*September 14, 2013
Saturday @ 2:00pm
International Drive
Your Studebaker Day
Joint meet with
the Southwest Virginia Chapter
Poplar Forest
Thomas Jefferson’s country home
1542 Bateman Bridge Road
Forest, VA 24551
(434) 525-1806
Admission: $14.00
September 12 - 15, 2013
Atlantic Zone Meet
Hosted by the Garden State
and South Jersey Chapters
Studebaker Drivers Club
2175 Marlton Pike
Cherry Hill, NJ 08022
INFO: Cheryl Cline (609) 953-9701
email: rcline46@comcast.net
For a complete list of planned
CVC/SDC and other events,
go to: http://
centralvirginiachapter.org/
events.html

The Kanawha Canal Cruise in downtown
Richmond is on part of the canal system lobbied
for, and invested in, by George Washington in
1789. It was envisioned to run from the
harbors of the East to the Rocky Mountains.
However, with the coming of the railroads, the
canal
system
became
obsolete,
so
Washington’s vision did not come to full
fruition.

Kanawha Canal Cruise site at 139 Virginia Street,
Richmond, Virginia

The weather, though overcast, was good for
the cruise.
The cruise director gave an
informative talk about the canals and the
history surrounding them. We also viewed
some of the wild life that makes the canal its
home.
After the cruise, the group went to Bottoms Up
Pizza on Dock street for food and conversation.
As always, when we bring our Studebakers out
they attract attention. Our cars were spotted
by the blogger “How We Roll” and have been
added to the site. To view the CVC members
cars, go to:

(L-R) Fred Meiners, Linwood Melton, Marjie Meiners, Maze
Melton, Betsy Young, Debbie Jett, Jim Jett, Jessica Jett (guest),
Preston Young

http://howwerollin.tumblr.com/post/50651852305/
gattaca-thats-what-comes-to-mind-when-i-see
http://howwerollin.tumblr.com/post/50576554280/thoseof-you-from-richmond-will-recognize-that

View of canal looking west

Visit our website at www.centralvirginiachapter.org

Debbie & Jim Jett’s 1962 Studebaker GT Hawk,
Maze & Linwood Melton’s 1963 Studebaker Avanti R-2

More meet photos are on our website!
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Next Meet
July 15th, 2013, Sunday @ 2:00pm

September 8th, 2013, Sunday @ 2:00PM

Ice Cream Social

Cookout and Garage Tour

River City Diner
The Shoppes at Bellgrade
11430 West Huguenot Rd
Midlothian, Virginia 23113
(804) 897-9518

Lee & Becky Harrison
21481 Rocky Ford Rd
Jetersville, VA 23083

We will meet on Sunday, July 15th, at the River City Diner CVC/SDC will once again be the guest of Becky and Lee Harrison
for a cook out and tour of Lee’s garage.
located on Huguenot Road in Midlothian, Virginia.
The plan is to enjoy the summer afternoon with good Hamburgers and drinks will be provided by Becky and Lee.
company and , of course, our Studebakers. We are Members should bring a covered side dish or dessert to share
planning to be in the patio area to enjoy a meal, or, an Ice with the group.
Cream Sundae, or, just good conversation.
For driving instructions, go to http://www.mapquest.com.
See you there!

To view their menu, go to:
http://www.rivercitydiner.com/menu_southside.html

Becky and Lee’s Lark convertibles at last years meet

For driving instructions, go to:
http://www.mapquest.com.

September 14, 2013
Thomas Jefferson’s
country home, Poplar
Forest, in Forest, Virginia.
(near Bedford, Virginia)
Mark your calendar!

Visit our website at www.centralvirginiachapter.org
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Central Virginia Chapter is 10!
.

For the CVC meet in November, 2006, we were hosted by
Melanie and Darryl Teretta at the Southern Auto Sales site in
Hopewell Virginia. This was a joint meet with the Hampton
Roads Chapter and was a favorite of all for several years.
Below are some images from this meet.
The Commanding Leader for January, 2007, is reprinted on the
following pages highlighting this fun meet.

Visit our website at www.centralvirginiachapter.org
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Studebaker in Richmond
.

The term “Motor Mile” is often used to describe
an area where auto dealerships cluster. In the
first half of the 20th century you could call West
Broad Street in Richmond Virginia this.
During this early period, another Studebaker
dealership located itself at 1217-1223 West
Broad Street; Coburn Motor Sales Corporation.
This was the former site of Gordon Motor
Company built by them in 1911. They offered
Chalmers-Detroit, Hudson and Packard cars and
trucks from this location.
Thomas Gray Coburn, President and principle of
Coburn Motor Sales Corporation, was a
businessman who originally owned an electrical
supply company in Newport News, Virginia.
In 1910, T. G. Coburn in partnership with E. B.
Dennie received a Studebaker Agency for the
area of Warwick (now City of Newport News)
and Elizabeth City Counties (now the City of
Hampton).

Daily Press, Newport News, Virginia
May 1, 1910

1918 Studebaker Service Station ad from website:
http://studebaker-info.org/Dealers/
stusvcstaricva1918a.jpg

Mr. Coburn grew his Studebaker franchise
forming the Coburn Motor Car Corporation with
a dealership in Norfolk, Virginia. The business
was expanded to the Richmond area where he
opened the Coburn Motor Sales Corporation.
The 1217-1223 West Broad Street location was
also operated as the Studebaker Service Station.

1217-1223 West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia.
Site of Coburn Motor Sales Corporation’s Studebaker agency
today.

Visit our website at www.centralvirginiachapter.org

Coburn Motor Sales Corporation letterhead from website:
http://studebaker-info.org/Dealers/coburnricva1.jpg

1217-1223 West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia. Newly constructed home of
Gordon Motor Company, later site of Coburn Motor Sales Corporation.
The Times Dispatch, Richmond, Virginia, May 14, 1911
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Studebaker and the History
of the Car Radio
Editors note: You may have already read this since it is on many internet
blogs, but, it is an interesting tale and the Studebaker reference makes
it relevant to our marque. Below is the article as taken from one of the
blogs. Thanks to CVC member Martin Pajka for bringing it to my
attention.

Seems like cars have always had radios, but they didn't.
Here's the true story:
One evening, in 1929, two young men named William Lear
and Elmer Wavering drove their girlfriends to a lookout
point high above the Mississippi River town of Quincy,
Illinois, to watch the sunset. It was a romantic night to be
sure, but one of the women observed that it would be
even nicer if they could listen to music in the car.
Lear and Wavering liked the idea. Both men had tinkered
with radios (Lear had served as a radio operator in the U.S.
Navy during World War I) and it wasn't long before they
were taking apart a home radio and trying to get it to work
in a car. But it wasn't as easy as it sounds:
Automobiles have ignition switches, generators, spark
plugs, and other electrical equipment that generate noisy
static interference, making it nearly impossible to listen to
the
radio
when
the
engine
was
running.
One by one, Lear and Wavering identified and eliminated
each source of electrical interference. When they finally
got their radio to work, they took it to a radio convention
in Chicago. There they met Paul Galvin, owner of Galvin
Manufacturing Corporation. He made a product called a
"battery eliminator" a device that allowed batterypowered radios to run on household AC current. But as
more homes were wired for electricity, more radio
manufacturers
made
AC-powered
radios.
Galvin needed a new product to manufacture. When he
met Lear and Wavering at the radio convention, he found
it. He believed that mass-produced, affordable car radios
had the potential to become a huge business.
Lear and Wavering set up shop in Galvin's factory, and
when they perfected their first radio, they installed it in his
Studebaker. Then Galvin went to a local banker to apply
for a loan. Thinking it might sweeten the deal, he had his
men install a radio in the banker's Packard. Good idea, but
it didn't work - Half an hour after the installation, the
banker's Packard caught on fire. (They didn't get the loan.)
Galvin didn't give up. He drove his Studebaker nearly 800
miles to Atlantic City to show off the radio at the 1930
Radio Manufacturers Association convention. Too broke to
afford a booth, he parked the car outside the convention
hall and cranked up the radio so that passing
conventioneers could hear it. That idea worked -- He got
Visit our website at www.centralvirginiachapter.org
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enough orders to put the radio into production.
WHAT'S IN A NAME
That first production model was called the 5T71. Galvin decided
he needed to come up with something a little catchier. In those
days many companies in the phonograph and radio businesses
used the suffix "ola" for their names - Radiola, Columbiola, and
Victrola were three of the biggest. Galvin decided to do the
same thing, and since his radio was intended for use in a motor
vehicle,
he
decided
to
call
it
the
Motorola.
But even with the name change, the radio still had problems:
When Motorola went on sale in 1930, it cost about $110
uninstalled, at a time when you could buy a brand-new car for
$650, and the country was sliding into the Great Depression. (By
that measure, a radio for a new car would cost about $3,000
today.) In 1930, it took two men several days to put in a car
radio. The dashboard had to be taken apart so that the receiver
and a single speaker could be installed, and the ceiling had to be
cut open to install the antenna. These early radios ran on their
own batteries, not on the car battery, so holes had to be cut into
the floorboard to accommodate them. The installation manual
had eight complete diagrams and 28 pages of instructions.
HIT THE ROAD
Selling complicated car radios that cost 20 percent of the price
of a brand-new car wouldn't have been easy in the best of times,
let alone during the Great Depression. Galvin lost money in 1930
and struggled for a couple of years after that. But things picked
up in 1933 when Ford began offering Motorola's pre-installed at
the factory. In 1934 they got another boost when Galvin struck a
deal with B.F. Goodrich tire company to sell and install them in
its chain of tire stores. By then the price of the radio, installation
included, had dropped to $55. The Motorola car radio was off
and running. (The name of the company would be officially
changed from Galvin Manufacturing to "Motorola" in 1947.)
In the meantime, Galvin continued to develop new uses for car
radios. In 1936, the same year that it introduced push-button
tuning, it also introduced the Motorola Police Cruiser, a
standard car radio that was factory preset to a single frequency
to pick up police broadcasts.
In 1940 he developed the first handheld two-way radio, the
"Handie-Talkie" for the U. S. Army. A lot of the communications
technologies that we take for granted today were born in
Motorola labs in the years that followed World War II.
In 1947 they came out with the first television to sell under
$200. In 1956 the company introduced the world's first pager;
in 1969 it supplied the radio and television equipment that was
used to televise Neil Armstrong's first steps on the Moon.
In 1973 it invented the world's first handheld cellular phone.
Today Motorola is one of the largest cell phone manufacturers
in the world.
And it all started with the car radio.
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CVC Members Out-N-About

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO The two men who installed the
first radio in Paul Galvin's car, Elmer Wavering and William
Lear, ended up taking very different paths in life.
Wavering stayed with Motorola. In the 1950's he helped
change the automobile experience again when he developed
the first automotive alternator, replacing inefficient and
unreliable generators. The invention lead to such luxuries as
power windows, power seats, and, eventually, airconditioning.
Lear also continued inventing. He holds more than 150
patents. Remember eight-track tape players? Lear invented
that. But what he's really famous for are his contributions to
the field of aviation. He invented radio direction finders for
planes, aided in the invention of the autopilot, designed the
first fully automatic aircraft landing system, and in 1963
introduced his most famous invention of all, the Lear Jet, the
world's first mass-produced, affordable business jet. (Not
bad for a guy who dropped out of school after the eighth
grade.) Sometimes it is fun to find out how some of the many
things that we take for granted actually came into being!
And It all started with a woman's suggestion!

Preston Young retired from
the Virginia Department of
Corrections on May 31,
2013.
In honor of the occasion, his coworkers presented Preston
with a diorama featuring a Studebaker M29C Weasel.
Congratulations Preston!

CVC/SDC apparel available
The first car radio, the Motorola 5T71, retailed for about $120 in 1930.
That’s about $1,700 in today’s dollars!

Photos and articles for Newsletter and
Website
Do you have any photos of events you attended? Is there an
upcoming event you would like to promote? Do you have any
interesting information you would like to share? If so, send
them to the editor at jsjett@centralvirginiachapter.org .
Visit our website at www.centralvirginiachapter.org

Polo Shirts, T-Shirts, hats and
other items displaying the club
logo are available to club
members.
The Polo Shirts are available in
White, Navy or Black in Men's
and Women's style. T-shirts
are available in white in Men’s
and Women’s style.
Items can be ordered and paid for on the club website, go to:
http://centralvirginiachapter.org/MemberStore.html
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Classified Ads
Approved Classified Ads are free to all CVC/SDC members and available to non-members for $5 per ad. Ads will be on the website for 90 days and in 1
newsletter unless renewed.

For Sale:

1955 Studebaker Commander Coupe
This beautiful 1955 Studebaker is in very good condition.
Equipped with V8 and “3-on-the-tree” manual transmission.
Contact Eddie Bunch
Phone: 804-435-1998
email: healey66@verizon.net

Wanted:
Parts for GT Hawk

Membership
You don't have to own a Studebaker to be a member of the
club. If you do, or are just interested in Studebaker automobiles,
we would love to have you as a member. You can join and pay
membership dues online, or, print and mail the membership
application. Membership in the Studebaker Drivers Club is
required to join the Central Virginia Chapter.

Trim for the back of the Bucket seats, chrome trim that
goes over the wind lace at back panels. Contact Jim Jett
at 804-232-8501 or email jsjett@va.freei.net

Link to join CVC/SDC:
http://centralvirginiachapter.org/JoinCVC.html
Link to join the Studebaker Drivers Club:
http://www.studebakerdriversclub.com/joinsdc.asp
Visit our website at www.centralvirginiachapter.org
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Cookout and Garage Tour
September 23rd, 2012
Sunday @ 2:00PM

Lee & Becky Harrison
21481 Rocky Ford Rd
Jetersville, VA 23083

