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WWW STUDESAKENMUSEUM ONG

#A1 OOAl 6 EOCET EA #EADPOAO 0O0O0BDPI 000
NATIONAL MUSEUM

February 26, 2020

Central Virginia Chapter Studebaker Drivers Club

1211 W, 4151 Streel

Richmond, VA 23225

Dear Central Virginia Chapter Studebaker Drivers Club,
Current Exhibitions Thank you for your contribution of $100 to the Annual Fund. The Museum
Reaching the Masses: Studebaker flourishes through the private support of individuals, foundations, and
Companion Models corporations,
On display through February 2020

The Annual Fund provides vital revenue to fuel expanding programs and
Builtin the Bend: A Studebaker services throughout the Museum. Know that your gift helps us connect with
Centenary every visitor that steps into our Museum,
On display through July 2020

Your generosity also allows the Museum to continue Introducing engaging
Upcoming Events exhibitions and stimulating events which spark the imagination and ignite
Speaker Series passion for design, Innovation, and overall Impact of the automebile in all of our
March 18, 1:30pm Museum visitors
Hall of Champlons Join us at the Museum soon 1o sea your contribution at work.
April 22, 5:30pm

Sincerely,
Cars and Coffee
June 6, B:00am é

P
Patrick Slebonick

Executive Director

Please retain this letter as written acknowledgement of your contribution of $100 on
February 21, 2020, to the Studebaker National Museum, Inc. » 501(c)(3) tax exempt
organization. No goods or services were received in exchange for this contribution. This
conlribution may be tax deductible to the extent allowable by law. The Studebaker
National Museum does not provide tax advice so please consult your tax professional fo
determine the deductibility of this gift
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CURIOSITIES FROM THE AMAZING WORLD OF ITALIAN CARS

Studebaker Italia

Story by Chris Rees

he 1950s and early '60s

witnessed American

car design at its most

excessive, but it's

worth remembering
the influence Italian
coachbuilders had on The Big
Three in period.

Chrysler, for example,
effectively saved Ghia from
extinction with commissions to
build show cars for studio chief
Virgil Exner. GM, meanwhile,
tapped Pininfarina for its design
expertise while smaller players
such as Nash, Packard, Hudson -
even Checker — weren't above
recruiting Italian styling houses
for their input. That said, their
contributions weren't always well
publicised at the time.

Studebaker, by contrast, did
not look to Europe. However,
Italian marque concessionaire
Renato Bornigia wasn't above
trying to improve on the regular
Lark production model and went
so far as to tap the multi-
talented Pietro Frua to redesign
the model in 1960. Bornigia was
keen to produce something
better suited to local tastes,
with Frua taking a Lark VIll
convertible as a basis for a two-

98 auto italiafj

door coupe that was revealed at
the November 1960 Turin Motor
Show.

The Studebaker Italia was
powered by a 259cu in, 4.2-litre
V8 and remained mechanically
stock, but the body was
dramatically different from the
regular Lark. If anything, it
borrowed styling cues from a
near concurrent project for
Volkswagen’s Swiss importer, not
least the quad-headlight
arrangement. Sharp creases ran

the length of the flanks aft of
the front wheelarches, the lower
portions of bodywork being
concave.

Bornigia hedged his bets by
also showing a four-door
variation on the theme. This was
similarly a Frua design, but was
built by Carrozzeria Francis
Lombardi of Vercelli. While
sharing similar styling themes
with its coupe sibling, it
appeared more angular and
upright. The saloon was
subsequently shown at the
March '61 Geneva Motor Show.
Intriguingly, it was displayed on
the Italsuisse stand, the Swiss
coachbuilder - and long-time
Frua collaborator - being tipped
to produce both iterations of
Italia in volume. Bornigia was
clearly shopping around as
Francis Lombardi was also
approached as was Carrozzeria
Viotti (plan drawings exist with
Viotti’s crest on them). The four-
door Italia was still being shown
in late '61 where it was joined at
the Turin Motor Show by another

prototype, this time based on
Studebaker Hawk running gear.

There were, however, one or
two slight problem-ettes.
Reports in the local media talked
of a production run of 1000 cars
per year for the Italian market
although it remains unrecorded
whether or not the Studebaker
Corporation was willing to play
ball. In addition, you have to
wonder if there would have been
sufficient demand given the
crippling tax hikes for cars sold in
Italy with a displacement over
two-litres. Either way, Bornigia's
scheme came to naught.

As to what happened to the
prototypes subsequently, the
coupe is believed to have been
sold in 1961 and it has since
disappeared into the ether. The
four-door Lark, however, surfaced
in Rome in the early '8os, a
collector acquiring it minus
engine and with front-end
damage. He also managed to
locate the Hawk-based car before
offering both for sale in 2004 for the
all-in price of €10,000. Il
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